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BRISBANE - AN ACCIDENTAL
OR PURPOSEFUL CITY
MICHAEL RAYNER am
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May I begin by respectfully acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land where this
event is being held, and pay my respect to Elders past, present, and emerging.
It’s a great privilege to be asked to deliver the Keeble Lecture – thank you to John
Brannock and the Committee for inviting me - especially as it honours a planner who
Chris Buckley pointed out in his 2009 Keeble Lecture, was nothing if not fearless in his
beliefs, and was famous for his running battles with the then Registrar of the University
of Queensland, Sam Rayner, who with relief I’ve found was no relation of mine.

Lewis Keeble

Sam Rayner (right)

Although not a planner, I have done a lot of planning in my life, baptised into it as a student in the
1970s when the notorious union and community battles to save Sydney’s Woolloomooloo were prolific,
and with Philip Cox I worked on the winning scheme to replan it, as well as design new infill public
housing. It was my first architectural project. But these were savage times. I had previously worked
at another firm which was designing high rise buildings to supplant beautiful Victoria Street above
Woolloomooloo, witnessing the bashing of our receptionist by two union thugs she refused to let
confront my boss Ken Woolley. It was here I realised I had to develop a moral compass about right
and wrong in planning and architecture - what happened to our receptionist was horrific, but we
were working on a project that would have destroyed one of Sydney’s finest historic boulevards.

Green Bans Sydney 1970s

Forbes Street Public Housing, Woolloomooloo

Victoria Street, Potts Point

As it happened, violence followed me to Brisbane in 1990 when I left Sydney for Brisbane.
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My first job here was the Development Control Plan for Point Lookout with Planning Workshop now
sadly defunct, although my colleague Bruce Penman is still around I believe. This project too was
embroiled in a battle between developers, tourism operators, environmentalists, and the community.
I think it did many positive things like stopping the road bridge which the developers and operators
wanted to open up development opportunities, and it harmonised new built form with the old town
character. The violence was actually to me when I copped a thump in the stomach one consultation
night from a landowner disgruntled that I told him I didn’t have the authority to rezone the land
he’d been graciously given by Joh Bjelke-Petersen from open space to hotel. Perhaps the gods of
planning were trying to tell me to stick to architecture and leave planning to those more qualified!

Point Lookout

My planning life in the 1990s also entailed several years working for Trevor Reddacliff, Chair of the Brisbane
Urban Renewal Task Force, for example planning the Newstead-Teneriffe riverfront, Newstead Riverpark, and
the waterfronts for the cities of Yichang and Ningbo in China. I also generated the first Brisbane CBD Master
Plan in 1996 for Brisbane City Council in this period and it instigated a number of public space improvements.

The Accidental City
But with respect to Lewis Keeble, I would like to fearlessly present tonight some ideas for Brisbane,
hoping I won’t be punched on the way out. I have titled my talk ‘Brisbane – a purposeful or
accidental city’ because I’m concerned by the persistent absence of cohesive vision for our city,
and what I see as the increasing reliance on the market forces to instigate change, generally as
individual independent developments, the so-called market-led proposal leading the way.
Why there is no vision I’m not sure. Perhaps it’s Brisbane’s inability to get out of a small town mentality.
How often do I hear people claiming our river and climate are enough. Well, as Deputy Mayor Krista Adams
noted in a recent lunch talk, they haven’t been enough to draw tourism to Brisbane, noting that if tourists
stayed just two more nights before they shot off to the Gold Coast, it would be a major economic boost
to the city. But after South Bank, where do you take them that’s special and that other cities don’t have?
Perhaps it’s because politicians fear planning something and not being able to deliver it. Or because
the vast bulk of the public purse has to be spent on transport infrastructure, leaving the private sector
to facilitate urban growth, and by default generate the public realms, Queens Wharf being a prime
example. The so-called market-led proposal has become the dominant mode of change, spawning a raft
of one-off developments, there being little or no sense of what they mean or contribute collectively.
I’m conscious there is such a thing as over-planning, producing dull predictable cities like
Washington and Canberra, or perhaps I’m being unkind here as the Burley Griffin plan was
compromised in its execution. A degree of organic growth has created some of the world’s
most alluring cities, but that shouldn’t be understood as meaning laissez-faire is okay.

Washington

Canberra
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Paris, as the Government Architect Malcolm Middleton pointed out in his excellent Keeble Lecture
of 2012, was saved from the sterility that Baron Haussmann would have inflicted on the city by his
demolitions and radial avenues because his plan was only partially implemented, sparing the organic
Marais and Montmartre districts where Parisians and tourists flock. Lisbon is another glorious city where
a rigidly gridded city core flows into the twisting, turning delights of the adjoining Alfama district.

Haussmann’s Paris

Montmartre

Lisbon City Core

Lisbon Alfama District

Marais

In reality, most cities that look ‘organic’ were planned. The best book I have ever read on planning
is the 1967 book ‘Design of Cities’ by Kevin Bacon’s father Edmund (although apparently everyone
is within 6° of being related to Kevin). It was gifted to me by my boss Philip Cox in lieu of the wage
rise I asked for - from $9,000 to $10,000 a year - he insisting it was better for me than mere money
and I naively believed him. Below are two of the many incisive diagrams in the book, one showing
the evolution of Bath as planned informality over time, the other illustrating how Regent Street in
London ‘organically’ links Regents Park and St James Park, with both the street and parks framed
and defined by buildings of John Nash’s planning and devising. Although it can appear otherwise,
there is nothing accidental about this plan. Moreover, these and the other diagrams in the book
demonstrate how great cities are defined by both their connections and the places being connected.

Edmund N. Bacon’s Design of Cities

1735

Bath

1765

1810

John Nash’s London
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Smart Cities: Rethinking the City Centre (2006)
I was asked by the Queensland Government in 2005 to prepare an overall vision for the Brisbane
city centre, along with fellow members of the Smart State Council. There was at the time a plan
prepared by Brisbane City Council called ‘Brisbane City Centre Master Plan’, but it was really
only a plan for enhancing the CBD, and the Government wanted to look beyond it to see what
potentials there may be by considering the area approximately 5 kilometres out from the CBD
in all directions. The strategy is called ‘Smart Cities: Rethinking the City Centre’ and, as it was
endorsed, can still be viewed on Government and other websites for anyone interested.
I began by simply mapping the precincts to detect if there was any sense of a city centre structure,
and then recasting the diagram into a cohesive pattern. The aim was to recognise that when we think
of making a change to one part, we think about it in relation to the wider whole, and beyond.

NNINGS TO Brisbane
FORM
AUSTRALIA’S
City Centre
and Beyond - Michael Rayner (2006)
TRIAN AND CYCLE CITY.

estyle city.

Urban

enewal

Another Way of Seeing the City Centre - Michael Rayner (2006)

Several strategies evolved from this overview and from identifying ‘gaps’ between precincts. One of the
most important was how a series of specifically located pedestrian and cycle bridges could form three
major movement corridors across our serpentine river - one from West End and Kurilpa through Roma Street
Parklands to Kelvin Grove through Victoria Park and eventually to Bowen Hills, one from Woolloongabba and
South Brisbane through the Botanic Gardens to Kangaroo Point to New Farm to Bulimba. The third extended
the existing Melbourne Street/Victoria Bridge/Queen Street corridor to Fortitude Valley and Newstead.
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Proposed Bridges and Movement Corridors - Michael Rayner (2006)

Possible Light Rail or Similar Network - Michael Rayner (2006)

PAGE 4 OF 14

BRISBANE - AN ACCIDENTAL OR PURPOSEFUL CITY MICHAEL RAYNER am

In addition to the provision of new bridges, there would be major upgrades to the streets
connecting them, and the ferry terminals would be located to coincide with bridge ends to
facilitate modal transfers. The potential for light rail (or similar) was recommended for study
to form a ‘complete’ network of non-car movement modes through the city centre.
This cohesive strategy was intended to shape Brisbane’s ‘iconicness’ by the experience of moving
through it, rather than by the typical idea many cities have of feeling the necessity to create a singular
‘icon’ branding the city. But it recognised that the architecture of the bridges and the spaces being
connected, like St James Park and Regents Park, needed to be world class to reinforce the collective
identity. It required prioritisation on certain projects, like fixing the dreadful vehicle-dominated
nexus between the CBD and Fortitude Valley and around Centenary Place, still an eyesore.
The Kurilpa Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge which my firm designed, emanated from this plan, so I
was pleased to see the strategy begun to be realised. However, the physical insertions needed to
continue the corridor into Roma Street Parklands were not, despite being very simple, and so we
still have a beautiful city park virtually inaccessible from the city. Other propositions for this area
have since emerged as we know, with little consideration of their impacts - more on this later.

Kurilpa Bridge

Kurilpa Bridge

Another key strategy emanating from the pattern of the city was the opportunity to define what I called
a ‘Knowledge Corridor’ from QUT Kelvin Grove and the Royal Brisbane Hospital research precinct through
to UQ St Lucia. Along this corridor I counted then some 30 university and college campuses, and nearly all
the city centre’s cultural buildings. In this case, the strategy wasn’t about physical connections but a way of
seeing our city centre as already having the essence of a ‘knowledge city’, a city capable of being immersed
in the future ‘knowledge economy’. I also illustrated the potential for the knowledge corridor to extend to
the Sunshine and Gold Coasts incorporating their health and knowledge precincts now established. With the
proposed network of bridges and ferry/transit corridors connecting to living and working precincts, the idea
was to brand Brisbane as a ‘smart city’, to attract and retain the brightest minds who further contribute to
Brisbane’s sustainability and prosperity. An actual ‘New World City’ rather than one merely branded as such.

Knowledge Corridor Brisbane -Blight Rayner (2019)

Knowledge Corridor SEQ -Blight Rayner (2019)
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One physically and environmentally transformative proposition of the strategy was
to create a new metropolis on the Mayne Railyards at Bowen Hills. Although it is now
15 years later, I think this proposition is vital, which I’ll explain in a moment.

Bowen Hills and Mayne Urban Renewal Precinct - Michael Rayner (2006)

The City of ‘One-Offs’
Sadly and unwittingly, my strategy put me in slightly more than tepid water with the then Lord Mayor
and later Premier because he saw the State Government delving into areas of Council jurisdiction,
and I once again realised the inseparable relationship between planning and politics. When Premier,
one of Campbell Newman’s first moves was to can the Queensland Government Precinct Master Plan
I had done in 2012 for the previous Bligh Government. This highly consultative, 12 month master plan
resulted in consolidation of Government and the creation of a heritage-focused day and night life
precinct comparable to Vancouver’s Gaslight District or San Diego’s Gaslamp Quarter or experienced as
Brisbane’s answer to Sydney’s The Rocks, so rich in quantum and character are the historic buildings in
the precinct from Alice Street to Queen Street and the river to George Street. The centrepiece was to be
a second Queensland Museum focused on arts and culture (with natural history and sciences to remain
at Grey Street), a major tourism attraction, and as importantly a return of culture back to the CBD.

Queensland Government Precinct Master Plan - Cox Rayner (2012)

Queensland Government Precinct Master Plan - Cox Rayner (2012)

Vancouver Gaslight District
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Obviously, I had failed to appreciate the sheer simplicity of selling off virtually the entire
domain to a single developer for a casino and accompanying towers. I sincerely hope
that Queen’s Wharf is a raging success for the city, but we know it is an opportunistic
development that did not emanate from any contextual thinking about the city.
A different but also opportunistic proposition is that to develop a new Brisbane Entertainment
Centre (dubbed ‘Brisbane Live’ for catchiness) over Roma Street Railyards in conjunction
with the necessary demolition of the Brisbane Transit Centre for the Cross River Rail
development. I admire the proponent’s gusto in grasping the opportunity, but it exemplifies
yet another isolated development without consideration of a greater whole.

Brisbane Live at Roma Street (by others)

I am not against considering the precinct for the Centre in itself, provided it is not over the rail tracks and
that it is incorporated into a cohesive master plan. As it stands in these pictures, however, with unrealistic
notions of its future surroundings, it is out of scale with its context, and it is a type of building that
spends most of its time closed and impenetrable. There is, I believe, a better solution I’ll soon explain.
Compare our endemic penchant for one-offs with Melbourne’s master planned and integrated sports
and entertainment precinct at Victoria and Olympic Parks, it being synonymous with Melbourne’s global
identity. Instead our sports facilities are sprawled from Tennyson to Chandler to Nathan to Paddington and
Woolloongabba. And it is concerning that already potential sites for a new Olympic Stadium are mooted at
Nathan, RNA Showgrounds, Mayne Railyards, even Albion Park with no suggestion of a cohesive master plan.

Melbourne and Olympic Parks

Melbourne and Olympic Parks Master Plan

Brisbane I believe has a wonderful opportunity to create such a precinct for the 2032 Olympic
Games, on Victoria Park. It has an area only slightly smaller than Melbourne and Olympic Parks
so it can easily accommodate a stadium, an aquatic centre, and a ‘Brisbane Live’ doubling as the
major indoor sports venue, with plentiful public parkland remaining. It is welcoming that our
Lord Mayor has announced transformation of Victoria Park from golf course to public park but
the comparison to New York’s Central Park can only be valid if there is density around it.

PAGE 7 OF 14

BRISBANE - AN ACCIDENTAL OR PURPOSEFUL CITY MICHAEL RAYNER am

A Cohesive Vision
I wish to present to you a bigger plan that harnesses current isolated propositions
and forms a cohesive whole. The fundamentals of this plan are:
•

A sustainable metropolis on Mayne Railyards down to the RNA Showground precinct.

•

A true Central Park sitting between and connecting the existing CBD with the new metropolis.

•

A great ‘green corridor’ connecting Victoria Park through Roma Street Parklands to and into the CBD.

•

A new network of bridges, ferry terminals, bikeways and pedestrian spines interconnecting the
entire city centre.

The Second Metropolis

Central & Olympic Park
Green Corridor

Existing Metropolis

A Macro Plan for the City Centre - Blight Rayner (2019)

Brisbane’s ‘Iconic’ Green Corridor - Blight Rayner (2019)

The strategy is bold, transformational and completely achievable. It celebrates, and makes ‘iconic’
experience of our river and subtropical city. It produces a solution to anticipated urban growth
without further incursion into character areas of the city centre that also lack the amenities to support
densification as has occurred in West End and Newstead. It creates a genuine Central Park that enables
densification adjoining it, and it produces a true Olympic Park should Brisbane’s bid be successful.
In order to optimise this vision, there are a number of key subsets I believe would take
Brisbane to great heights, all fitting into the master plan, so I’ll declare them now:
•

The revising of the new Brisbane Transit Centre to extend Roma Street
Parklands to Roma Street, with buildings elevated above.

•

The pedestrianisation of Albert Street, Queen Street, Mary Street, and
potentially Adelaide Street with its buses underneath it.

•

The invigoration of the river not just by mere boardwalk widenings but with a Brisbane Fish
Market, a floating swimming pool, and a racing regatta centre for frequent on-river events.

•

A new Natural History and Sciences Museum in the Botanic Gardens forming a
destination termination to Albert Street as the city’s longitudinal axis.

The combination of these elements would achieve what Councillor Adams laments, genuine
places and destinations that make Brisbane a tourism city as much as a community city.
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My Proposed Integrated City Centre Plan - Blight Rayner (2019)
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The Mayne Metropolis
The idea of this new metropolis stems from the fact that the existing Brisbane CBD is geographically
limited, that the railyard land will become available and is in Government ownership, and the
location is strategically between Brisbane Airport and existing CBD. It also creates a solution to
the unsightly tangle of vehicular flyovers and wastelands that currently afflict Bowen Hills.
The combination of Mayne Railyards and redevelopable land to its south approximates the area of the
Brisbane CBD. The new metropolis will join existing urban renewal precincts currently on their own, including
the RNA precinct, Herston Quarter, Newstead River Park, and Albion Park if it is permitted to be redeveloped.
A new metropolis can and should be what the existing CBD cannot be - entirely sustainable through
renewable energies. I would conceive it as multi-functional high rise, itself set around a linear central
park connected into Victoria Park. Breakfast Creek would form an edge, with a great waterfront plaza
Brisbane has never had. Ferries would ply Breakfast Creek back to the river, but the major transport
modes would be formed by simple extensions of Brisbane Metro and of Cross River Rail to Bowen
Hills Station. The architecture and public spaces of this metropolis would be exemplary, courtesy of
Government’s ability to control this through ownership as conditions on developments managed by
an expert design review panel such as that which managed South Bank through its redevelopment.
Just for interest, Breakfast Creek between Bowen Hills and Albion Park was John Oxley’s
preference for the main Brisbane Settlement in when he explored the river in 1823.

Existing CBD
Station
Waterford
Plaza

Central &
Olympic Park

Albion
Park Urban
Renewal

Green
Corridor
New
Metropolis

Station
Public
Parkland

Aquatic
Centre
Station

The Second Metropolis - Michael Rayner (2019)

Brisbane
Live
Stadium

RNA
Urban
Renewal

Newstead
Riverpark

The ‘Mayne Metropolis’ and Olympic Park - Blight Rayner (2019)

The Central Park and the Green Corridor
The development of a new metropolis at Bowen Hills enables Victoria Park to be a real Central
Park between it and the existing CBD. There is a city-defining opportunity to make it the
centrepiece of a 4.5 kilometre green corridor around the city centre and into the CBD.
This corridor broadly follows the route of Brisbane Metro, and can accommodate bikeways and pedestrian
paths taking people from suburbs like Albion, Windsor, Wilston and Kelvin Grove directly into both
metropolises. Cross River Rail currently extends to Exhibition Station along the proposed corridor and can
easily carry on to Bowen Hills Station in the new metropolis, with an additional further station to the north.
The corridor would require a transformative solution to the connection between Roma Street Parkland and
Victoria Park, and another from Roma Street Parklands into the CBD. This would entail land-bridging over the
railtracks either side of the station roofscape and extending landscape through to Roma Street by elevating
towers on pilotis, for turning Roma Street into the great tree-lined boulevard it should be. Obviously, this
will require determination of Government to realise a visionary outcome beyond installing Cross River Rail.

PAGE 10 OF 14

BRISBANE - AN ACCIDENTAL OR PURPOSEFUL CITY MICHAEL RAYNER am

To Victoria Park

To
Albert
Street

To Kurilpa Bridge

Roma Street Parklands extended to the CBD - Blight Rayner (2019)

Olympic Park
As I have mooted, the Central (Victoria) Park is an ideal location for the signature sports
venues forming the heart of the 2032 Olympic Games - the 60,000 seat stadium, the Aquatic
Centre and the Indoor Sports Centre (aka Brisbane Live). Even without the Games, the
facilities are perfectly positioned to serve both the new metropolis and the existing CBD, and
‘Brisbane Live’ would be the wider city centre’s main entertainment venue, opening onto a
large outdoor concert venue (rather than wedged between Roma and Alice Streets).
This cluster of major venues has the obvious potential to be as great a hallmark of Brisbane
as Melbourne Park to Melbourne. The land take of the three venues would be less than
a third of Victoria Park, leaving some 30 hectares or so for public parkland, about twice
the area of Sydney’s Hyde Park. Should we get the Olympic Games, the Athletes’ Village
could kickstart the proposed Mayne Metropolis adjoining the Olympic venue site.

Central and Olympic Park - Blight Rayner (2019)

New Network of Bridges and Links
The green corridor would be integral to a loop of movement around the city centre with the river equally
integral. The bridges (existing and proposed) form an interlace of connections across the river, along with
continuous streets like Brunswick Street, Merthyr Road and Wickham Street. It is important that each
bridge wherever possible lands adjacent to parkland, especially if carrying buses as the impact of such
heavy bridges on existing communities will otherwise be destructive. Some of the currently proposed
bridges, like that into Boundary Street West End, don’t do that and would create a damaging scar into the
neighbourhood. The design of the bridges is another opportunity to redefine Brisbane as the world’s great
subtropical city. They will become collectively symbols of the city, as have for example Santiago Calatrava’s
bridges in other memorable cities. The benchmark is very high, and clunky or ‘vanilla’ bridges won’t cut it.

Other world bridges of high quality
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The Activated River
Despite previous river master plans, our river is still a passive benign asset of unrealised
potential. It is pleasing to see there is a new master plan for the CBD edge of the City
Reach, but it merely dabbles its toes in the river and could be more ambitious.
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South Bank’s proposed new master plan has the opportunity to actively engage public life
with the river, with Queen’s Wharf on the other side making the South Bank Reach an arena
for rowing regattas, dragon boat and kayak races, and other events programmed throughout
the year. A new river plan is needed which incorporates the proposed bridges as both crossings
and viewing platforms, and which should create dramatic destinations at key intervals.
I am thinking of a long-wanted Brisbane Fish Markets perhaps adjacent the Go-Between Bridge,
with affinities to West End’s Greek community, and as dynamic as the one being built in
Sydney at Blackwattle Bay. It would leave the adjoining Kurilpa Point land for a future cultural
building or space, an area I believe should not be sold off for private sector development.

New Sydney Fish Markets

Instead of a conventional lap pool proposed in the City Reach Master Plan, we could float a much more
animated pool in the river, with platforms for sunbaking and true sense of water-water engagement. There
are many precedents worldwide, avoiding loss of public space on land, already minimal, and they can convey
a much more visceral sense of our city’s belonging to the river. A great site would be in the cove in front of
the Admiralty Towers, directly accessible by city workers at lunchtimes, as well as residents and tourists.

Waterfront pods

Pedestrianising the CBD and a New Destination
It is time Brisbane bit the bullet and pedestrianised those CBD streets that are not essential to traffic.
Our Queen Street Mall is now over 30 years in existence and since then only a paving upgrade of
part of Edward Street and planting along Albert Street has added any vitality to our streets.
I get that our city traffic planners will be apoplectic, but cities elsewhere with traditions of traffic dominance
have long transformed their CBDs into mainly pedestrian realms, like Munich, Stuttgart and Lisbon. Accepting
that the couplets of Alice/Margaret Streets and Ann/Turbot Streets are vehicular arteries, we should
pedestrianise all of Queen Street with its minor role for traffic. We should pedestrianise Albert Street linking
Roma Street Parklands to the Botanic Gardens, and pedestrianise Mary Street linking Queen’s Wharf to Eagle
Street Pier proposed to become a new river destination precinct. Ultimately, we should pedestrianise Adelaide
Street with its buses kept underground from the existing stations. The Albert Street pedestrianisation would
optimise the creation of the Cross River Rail Station points along it. Oh, and I would link by paving the ‘fig
tree island’ to the Riverside Centre by simply redirecting the traffic around Elizabeth and Creek Streets.
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Pedestrianising four CBD streets - Blight Rayner (2019)

Pedestrian street vitality

Example: Queen Street to Eagle Street - Blight Rayner (2018)

The community and tourism transformation of this would be enormously beneficial to the
city as it has proven ubiquitously worldwide, with cafés lining the centres of streets, retail
outlets opening along currently vacuous sides, and the CBD a safe pedestrian realm.
The pedestrianising of Albert Street is key as it is the main longitudinal axis north to south terminating in
the Botanic Gardens. It is here I propose the new dramatic destination - a Museum of Natural History and
Sciences in the Botanic Gardens. Shock, horror, you might cry out - surely our glorious Botanic Gardens
are sacrosanct. The truth is, as Botanic Gardens they are not remarkable albeit a major parkland asset.
You would not jump at the thought of taking visitors to them as something special to experience.
A Museum of Natural History and Sciences would change that. It need not be a stand-out
object, and its typology would lend itself to being partially subterranean with gardens flowing
over it. A precedent is the new Anzac Museum in Sydney’s Hyde Park, and there are many
other precedents where people climb gently sloping roofs to gain viewing vantages out.

ANZAC Museum, Hyde Park, Sydney

Museum of Natural History and Sciences concept images

This museum idea is not just notional. It would have an interpretive synergy with the Botanic Gardens.
It would enable the Queensland Museum, currently a third of the size it should be as a State museum,
to grow and split its themes as many cities now do. It would return cultural life to the CBD almost
now totally erased. And if we want tourists to come to Brisbane and stay longer, we need to create
cultural places they want to visit, places which enable them to learn about and interpret the city they
are visiting. This would be my number one preferred project for Government to implement next.

Conclusion - Stand Up and Be Counted
Our city centre is not without immense potentials to become more than ‘new world city’ hyperbole. A
new sustainable city Metropolis, a defining Green Corridor, a true Central Park, an integrated network of
bridges and movement spines across the serpentine river, activation of the river by specific elements, the
pedestrianising of a third of the CBD streets, and a new cultural destination in the CBD are all achievable and
would transform the community’s engagement with the city centre as well as its tourism attraction. And the
Olympics at Victoria Park would create both community legacy and impact as much as Expo did in 1988.
What is essential to realise this vision is coordination and integration, and a shift away from the isolated
or market-led proposal aura that has become dominant in our city-making. That would lead to overall
mediocrity and a city of missed opportunities. Brisbane should not be allowed to be an accidental city.
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I have, as you have seen, fearlessly proposed how the city I like can become one to be loved,
and hopefully have done justice to Lewis Keeble whose mantra to his students was ‘stand up
and be counted’. For me, that applies to politicians civic leaders, planners, and architects. If
planners content themselves with zoning patterns, development applications and neighbourhood
planning conditions, they are only tangentially contributing to their profession.
So I beseech you all to stand up and make a real difference.

Footnotes: What Else?
I’m conscious in an hour’s talk of having to pursue a theme and not try to cover
too much, and I have today pursued the theme of my greatest passion.
Had I been able to give a series of talks, I would have engaged in
discussion bout four other key issues of cities to come.
The first is about what might be called the Caring City. We have seen the emergence of tags like
The Sustainable City, The Connected City and The Communal City, but we need to focus on people
marginalised by urbanisation and densification. I’m conscious that Brisbane City Council has a strong
Inclusive Brisbane Plan, and both Council and the State Government are acting on homelessness and
the disadvantaged. But I would like to propose the issues we face for the homeless, for urban loneliness
and mental health, and for refugees and asylum seekers are planning as well as policy issues.
The second is about the Suburbs. I have focused today in the city centre but I do not mean to neglect
our city beyond it. I’m not sure I believe Brisbane needs to become a polycentric city of multiple CBDs
like Sydney - I think the Mayne Metropolis idea I have proposed is much more rational and sustainable,
particularly with our radial transport network. But I think there are potentials in hubs like Meadowbrook,
Chermside, Mt Gravatt, and further out Ipswich, to be urban-designed to far greater levels of quality than
they currently embody. Current master plans, like that for Meadowbrook in Logan are unimaginative,
lack civic identity and don’t overcome intrinsic problems like vehicular domination. Planners in my view
should not wait to be asked but proactive in the Institute in offering visionary, achievable solutions.
The third is about Climate Change. It is easy to look at the recent acts of Extinction Rebellion as erratic
and impetuous. But I believe Extinction Rebellion is symptomatic of a generation that will not tolerate
inaction on climate change, nor on transition to renewable energies. To date, little has been done
in policies and guidelines for city planning and design to seriously facilitate change. Some cities like
Copenhagen, San Francisco, Vancouver, Stockholm, Freiburg and Singapore are seriously undertaking
set measures to be fossil-fuel free by 2050. If planners, who are meant to be planning the city of the
future, continue to remain mute on sustainability, planning will become an irrelevant profession.
The fourth is about the Unknown. How easy is it to not plan on the basis of future unknowns? For
example, if automated vehicles replace driven vehicles, what will that mean for our freeways, streets
and carparks? Do we need to wait and see what happens, and when, before we plan the future city?
What other technology disruptors will occur we don’t yet know about? Well, I admit I’ve dreamt
about the Riverside Expressway being torn down or recast as a kind of multi-level ‘Highline’. The
reality is nothing massively transformational will occur other than gradually. If our city-makers and
planners excuse inaction on urban design based upon unknowns, then other proactive cities like those
mentioned previously will be the go-to cities for both living and tourism. Brisbane will become one
of clutter of has-been cities, still whimpering, ‘but we’ve got a river and a subtropical climate’.

